
Recently we received a report from the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) that there was a large blue-green algal bloom in Eagle Lake. 
When the lake water is very calm, it allows algal cells that might normally be 
mixed into the water column to float to the surface and form scums. Eagle Lake 
is shallow and the water contains high levels of nutrients; both of these 
conditions can help to promote the growth of blue-green algal blooms.
 
Below please find some information to post on your website and to your 
social media.  We will also be posting this on our website. In addition, if 
you have a listserv for residents on the lake, please forward this 
information to them. Last, we have asked Racine County and they will post 
signage at the Eagle Lake public boat launch regarding blue-green algal 
blooms.
 

1. The Department of Health Services has family and dog fact sheets 
that show the blue-green algae conditions to what to watch out for 
and to avoid. For people with very young children or dogs who will be 
swimming in the water, it’s safer to keep them out when floating areas of 
blue-green algae are present, and definitely stay out when conditions 
resemble those in the fact sheet photos.

 
2. Local public health departments do not have the capacity for blue-

green algae monitoring. Monitoring can be very challenging as blue-
green algae concentrations can change very rapidly, so the best thing 
people can do is to learn what blue-green algae look like and assess water 
conditions before swimming.

 
3. People can report significant blue-green algae blooms 

to DNRHABS@wisconsin.gov. Please include the location of the bloom, 
the name of the water body, nearest town, county, the size and duration of 
the bloom, and overall and close-up photographs for verification. 
The DNR is unable to test all reported blooms.

 
Here’s some general information about blue-green algae from the DNR:
 

• Blue-green algae are in all water bodies in Wisconsin. Waters with high 
nutrient levels are more susceptible, but even lakes with excellent water 
quality may experience surface blooms, especially after periods of calm 
weather when wind can blow blue-green algae into 1 area of a lake.

https://hes32-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.dhs.wisconsin.gov%2fpublications%2fp01888.pdf&umid=c7091e14-182f-4974-86c7-8ed3644ee013&auth=1d7ab36fd6af974af84e2ac273d11e479948d1d4-83d517dfd7bf121f7477dced4674556168f7a83c
https://hes32-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.dhs.wisconsin.gov%2fpublications%2fp0%2fp00089.pdf&umid=c7091e14-182f-4974-86c7-8ed3644ee013&auth=1d7ab36fd6af974af84e2ac273d11e479948d1d4-d395b09f383471dabe05cef30f69cca08d9fcf28
mailto:DNRHABS@wisconsin.gov


• Blue-green algae can also grow on lake bottoms and rivers as mats, which 
sometimes float to the surface.

• It’s always a good idea to avoid swimming in areas with a lot of tiny 
particles in the water, opaque “pea soup” water, or dark-colored floating 
mats. All of these may be blue-green algae. Always avoid swallowing 
untreated surface water because it may contain bacteria, viruses, and 
parasites that could make people sick.

• If small children and dogs are swimming, choose the clearest water 
possible for them to swim in.

• Don’t let dogs swim or play in shallow, stagnant areas where blue-green 
algae mats may be growing on the bottom and dislodged by disturbance.

• Don’t let dogs eat floating material in the water, or material washed up on 
shore.

• In dogs, water intoxication (from swallowing too much water) and heat 
stroke share symptoms with blue-green algae poisoning. Give dogs plenty 
of breaks from playing and retrieving in lakes, and give them flat objects for 
retrieval instead of balls. Always provide shade and fresh, clean water to 
drink, and wash them off with clean water after they swim, so they don’t 
lick blue-green algae from their coats.

 
There’s more information at https://dnr.wi.gov/lakes/bluegreenalgae/ and https://
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/water/bg-algae/index.htm.
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